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THE SOLDIERS’ MEMORIAL ARCH.

CONCORD’S TRIBUTE TO HER FALLEN HEROS.

The soldiers’ monument was dedicated July 4, 1892. A beautiful
memorial arch of undecaying granite, erected by the willing contribu-
tions of a grateful people, has been formally devoted to the memory
of the men who fought the battles of the Union and died that the
Union might be perpetuated. Surrounded by the bright colors sym-
bolizing our nationality, amid the strains of martial music, by the
voice of prayer and the tongue of eloquence, with solemn ritual and
in the presence of surviving comrades in a1mns, the monumental struc-
ture has been made sacred for all coming time. Hereafter it will
stand a reminder to the old of the days of strife, and an inspiration to
the young to fidelity and patriotism.

The dedication could not have taken place on a more appropriate
or more auspicious day. Ushered in with the sounds of exploding
powder and ringing bells, it was a day of special significance wherever
the stars and stripes were floated, and eminently fitted for remember-
ing and honoring the deeds of American soldiers and sailors. Nor was
anything lacking so far as the weather was concerned; the copious
rain which fell on the evening previous was followed by clearing skies
and cooling breezes, which made a perfect summer day, and from first
to last there was nothing to interrupt the order of the exercises, which
was carried out as arranged many days before. The city’s hospitality
was found ample for the guests, who included men of eminent dis-
tinction, besides many of those veterans of the army who survive, and
who desired to have a part in dedicating this memorial of their fallen
comrades.

HISTORY OF THE ARCH.

The erection of the soldiers’ memorial arch was the culmination of
a plan which had long been forming. For many years the question of
building a monument to the soldiers and sailors of Concord had been
discussed, and finally the city council, as well as the surviving com-
rades, decided that the time had come when such a monument should
be built. Accordingly, on the 18th day of January, 1891, the council
passed the following ordinance:
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Secrron 1. That a sum not to exceed $20,000 be and hereby is ap-
propriated for a soldiers’ monument or memorial, to commemorate
the patriotism of the men of Concord who served their country on
land or sea, in the several wars, to establish, defend, and maintain the
unity of the republic.

SEc. 2. Such monument or memorial shall be located in White's
park, or in front of the city hall, or in some other suitable place.

Sec. 8. The mayor and two members of each branch of the city
council, whose terms of office begin on the fourth Tuesday of January,
1891, together with three citizen taxpayers, to be severally hereafter
appointed by the mayor, and three veteran soldiers, to be selected by
the Grand Army posts of the city, shall be a committee, of which the
mayor shall be chairman, to carry into effect the purpose of this ordi-
nance; and such committee shall have full power to determine the
site, procure and agree upon plans, accept proposals, and sign con-
tracts for the construction and erection, and make all necessary
arrangements for the appropriate dedication of such monument or
memorial upon completion.

When the legislature convened, in the same month, the following
resolution was passed:

Resolved by the Senate antl House of Representatives in General Court
convened : That the governor, by and with the advice and consent of
the council, and under such rules and regulations as they may pre-
scribe, may grant the privilege to the city of Concord to erect, at its
own expense, at the central front entrance to the State House park in
said city, a suitable memorial arch to the Union soldiers and sailors
of the War of the Rebellion, at a cost of not less than $20,000 :
provided, however, that the designs and plans for said arch shall first
be approved by the governor and counecil.

This was approved by the governor April 10, 1891,

The ordinance provided further for the appointment of a committee
of members of the city government, citizens, and veteran soldiers,
which should have ‘“‘full power to determine the site, procure and
agree upon plans, accept proposals, and sign contracts for the con-
struction, and make all necessary arrangements for the appropriate
dedication of such monument or memorial upon its completion.”

This building committee was appointed April 21, 1891, and was con-
stituted as follows: Mayor Henry W. Clapp; Aldermen G. B. John-
son, Henry McFarland, W. J. Fernald; Councilmen John H. Couch,
Leonard W. Bean, F. E. Cloudman; and Messrs. Giles Wheeler, P. B.
Cogswell, Henry W. Stevens, John C. Linehan, James K. Ewer, and
H. H. Farnum. Six members of this committee saw service in the
Union army during the War of the Rebellion.

At a meeting of the building committee, held on May 5, 1891, Messrs.
Giles Wheeler, John C. Linehan, Henry McFarland, G. B. Johnson,
and P. B. Cogswell were appointed a committee to agree upon a
design.

Considering the geographical features of the city, and with a desire
to reach the best possible result, the commitfee deemed it wise to



SOLDIERS’ MEMORIAL ARCH. 7

consult Mr. Frederick Law Olmstead, the eminent landscape archi-
tect, in regard to both the site and the design. Mr. Olmstead visited
all the sites proposed, and advised the building of an arch at the main
gateway of the State House park, a situation which had been favor-
ably considered by the committee, Permission to build an arch at
the central front gateway had been granted by the state legislature,
as above, by a joint resolution, approved April 10, 1891.

The whole State House park was given to the state by citizens of
Concord in 1816, also all the stone used in the construction of the
building. In 1865 the city of Concord bore the expense of rebuilding
the state house and improvements to the square, at a cost of $175,000.

On the 6th of October, 1891, a design for the arch, submitted by
Messrs. Peabody & Stearns of Boston, was accepted, and on December
26, 1891, a contract was made with Messrs. Ola Anderson, John Swen-
son, and L. O. Barker of Concord, for the building of the monument,
the material to be Concord granite,

ORGANIZATION OF THE COMMITTEE, AND RECORD OF ITS MEETINGS.

In response to a call from Mayor Henry W. Clapp, the committee
chosen to erect a soldiers’ monument for the city of Concord met at
the mayor’s office, in Bailey’s block, at 7: 30 o’clock p. m., May 1, 1891.

There were present Henry W. Clapp, Parsons B. Cogswell, William
J. Fernald, Giles Wheeler, Leonard W. Bean, Henry H. Farnum, James
K. Ewer, Henry W. Stevens, Henry McFarland, and Fred E. Cloudman.

On motion of P, B. Cogswell, a temporary organization was formed,
with F. E. Cloudman as clerk.

By request, H. W. Stevens read the city ordinance in relation to the
erection of & monument or memorial arch.

After an expression of opinion by various members of the committee
relative to the work to be done, it was voted that Messrs. Cogswell,
Wheeler, and McFarland be appointed a committee to correspond with
artists and architects for designs for a monument or arch.

On motion, it was voted to adjourn to Tuesday evening, May 5, at

7: 80 o’clock, at the same place.
F. E. CLOUDMAN,

Clerk pro tem.

A meeting of the committee was held at the mayor’s office, May 5,
1891, at 7:80 o’clock p. m., agreeably to adjournment. There were
present Messrs. Clapp, Ewer, Wheeler, Johnson, Couch, Bean, Cogs-
well, Stevens, Linehan, Farnum, and Cloudman.

The record of the former meeting was read by the clerk,

On motion of J. C. Linehan, it was voted that a sub-committee be
appointed by the mayor to present to the committee a list of names of
officers for a permanent organization.

The mayor appointed Messrs. Ewer, Wheeler, and Cogswell as the
committee, and they reported as follows: Clerk, Henry W. Stevens;
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treasurer, Henry McFarland; committee on designs, Giles Wheeler,
John C. Linehan, Henry McFarland, Gilman B. Johnson, and Parsons
B. Cogswell.

The report of the committee was accepted and adopted.

On motion of John C. Linehan, it was voted that a committee con-
sisting of Henry W. Clapp and Henry W. Stevens be appointed and
instructed to examine the right of the city and state as to land be-
tween the state house and Main street, in front of the state house.

On motion, it was voted that when we adjourn, it be to meet again
at the call of the chairman.

On motion, it was voted to adjourn.

Henry W. StevENS, Clerk.

Meeting of the committee held at the mayor’s office, July 6, 1891, at
7:30 o’clock p. m., agreeably to the call of the mayor. There were
present Messrs. Clapp, McFarland, Wheeler, Cogswell, Ewer, Johnson,
Fernald, Bean, Couch, Cloudman, and Stevens.

The report of the special committee on design being called for, Mr.
Wheeler, for that committee, made a report embodied in a letter sent
to the committee by Frederick Liaw Olmstead, which was read.

On motion of Mr. Ewer, it was voted that the report of the commit-
tee be accepted and placed on file.

On motion of Col. Linehan, it was voted that the location of the
monument be as recommended by Mr. Olmstead; that it be in the form:
of an arch, and constructed of Concord granite.

On motion, voted to adjourn.

Hexry W. STEVENS, Clerk.

Meeting of the committee held at the mayor’s office September 23,
1891, at 11: 20 o’clock a. m., agreeably to the call of the mayor.

There were present Messrs. Clapp, Ewer, Cogswell, Wheeler, John-
son, Farnum, Fernald, Cloudman, Couch, and Stevens.

Various plans by Peabody & Stearns of Boston were shown to the
committee and discussed.

On motion of Mr. Ewer, it was voted to place the plans in some
suitable place to be exhibited to the public, until the next meeting of
the committee.

On motion, it was voted to adjourn to meet again at the mayor’s
office on September 30, at 7: 30 o’clock p. m.

HeENRY W. STEVENS, Clerk.

Meeting of the committee held at the mayor’s office, September 30,
1891, at 7 : 80 o’clock p. m., agreeably to adjournment. There were
present Messrs. Clapp, Wheeler, Ewer, Cogswell, Farnum, Fernald,
and Stevens.

Mr. Peabody of Boston, architect, was present, and further explained
his plans.
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On motion of Mr. Cogswell, it was unanimously voted that the plans
submitted by Peabody & Stearns be presented to the governor and
council to see if they are satisfactory to them, and whether they have
further suggestions or criticisms to make.

On motion, voted to adjourn. )
HeNRY W. STEVENS, Clerk.

Meeting of the committee held at the house of Maj. Henry McFar-
land, October 6, 1891, at 7 o’clock p. m., agreeably to the call.

There were present Messrs. Clapp, Cogswell, Wheeler, Linehan,
Ewer, McFarland, Bean, Farnum, Johnson, and Stevens.

Expressions of opinion were given by various members of the com-
mittee with regard to the modified plan presented by Messrs. Pea-
body & Stearns.

The following resolution offered by Mr. Cogswell was, upon motion
of Col. Linehan, unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That the committee accept as a design for a soldiers’
memorial monument, to be erected by the city of Concord in front of
the State House park, the modified sketch submitted by Messrs. Pea-
body & Stearns of Boston, Mass., provided it can be erected within the
appropriation, subject to the approval of the governor and council, to
whom the sketch and the city ordinance relating to the erection of a
soldiers’” monument in Concord are respectfully submitted.

On motion of Col. Linehan, it was voted that the mayor appoint two
committees—one for the purpose of writing an appropriate inseription
for the monument, the other to collect the names to be inscribed upon
the monument.

The mayor named as such committees the following gentlemen:

To serve on the first committee, Messrs, McFarland, Ewer, and Lin-
ehan.

To serve on the second committee, Messrs., Cogswell, Stevens, and
Wheeler.

On motion of Col, Linehan, it was voted that as many members of
the committee as possible be present at the next meeting of the gover-
nor and council, to present and explain to them the plan which has
been adopted.

On motion, it was voted to adjourn at the call of the chairman.

HexRY W. STEVENS, Clerk.

Meeting of the commitfee held at the mayor’s office, October 31,
1891, at 4 o’clock p. m., agreeably to notice.

In the absence of the chairman and secretary, Col. John C. Linehan
was chosen chairman pro tem. and P. B. Cogswell was chosen clerk
pro tem,

On motion of Mr. Wheeler, it was unanimously voted that Mr.
Peabody be requested to complete all of the necessary plans and speci-
fications for the proposed memorial arch at the earliest possible time,
and submit the same to the committee.
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Mr. Wheeler was authorized to communicate to Mr. Peabody, at his
earliest convenience the action of the committee.

Mr. Cogswell was authorized to correspond with Mr. Mead concern-
ing bas-reliefs, and obtain any further desirable information from
him.

On motion, voted to adjourn.

P. B. CogsweLL, Clerk pro tem.

Meeting of the committee held at the mayor’s office at 7: 30 o’clock
p. m. on November 28, 1891.

There were present the mayor and Messrs. Cogswell, Ewer, Wheeler,
Johnson, Fernald, Cloudman, and Stevens.

The plans of Peabody & Stearns were examined, and the matter of
securing bids from contractors for the construction of the monument
was discussed by the committee.

Correspondence between Mr, Wheeler and Peabody & Stearns, and
the specifications and contract for building, were read over and dis-
cussed. .

On motion of Mr. Wheeler, it was voted that in the section of the
specification referring to the ‘ backing’ of the stone work, the word
‘“stone”’ be stricken out, so that the section shall provide for a *‘ back-
ing "’ of brick and cement only.

On motion of Mr. Ewer, it was voted that the committee publish an
invitation containing conditions for bids for construction of the arch
in the Concord daily newspapers, stating when and where the plans
can be seen, and limiting the time within which bids will be received.

On motion, it was voted that Messrs, Cogswell, Wheeler, and
Stevens be a committee to draw up and get published such invitation
for bids.

On motion it was voted that the proposed form of contract be so
changed that the only stone called for in the construction of the arch
should be the best Concord granite.

On motion, voted to adjourn.

HeNRY W. STEVENS, Clerk.

The committee that was appointed to draw up and publish invita-
tions for bids attended to their duty, and caused the following notice
t0 be published in the Concord Evening Monitor and the People and
Patriot:

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS.

Sealed proposals will be received until December 12, 1891, for the
entire construction of the Soldiers’ Monument, Concord, N. H. Plans
and specifications may be seen at the office of the mayor or at the
architects, Peabody & Stearns, Exchange Building, Boston, Mass.

The stone must be of Concord granite, and from quarries satisfactory
to the committee. Each bidder must submit with his proposal a sam-
ple of the stone he proposes to use, with the kind of cutting and finish
called for; also to state in his bid the time in which he proposes to



